of the PROVINCE of MARYLAND, 21

Agrecable to the order of the day, the Convention refolved itfelf into a committee of
the whole, to confider of the late intercepted letters to governor Eden, the proceedings
of the Continental Congrefs, and ot the Councikof Safety of this province, thereupon ;
Mr. Plater in the chair. After fome time fpent therein, Mr. Prefident re/umed the
chair, and Mr, Plater reported from the committee feveral refolutions, which were read
and agreed to, and thereupoim REsoLvED, That it is the opinion of this Convention,
that the Council of Safety of this province, upon the {ubject of the late intercepted let-
tess to governor Eden, duly and properly exercifed the powers delegated to them,

ResoLveEDp, That it is'the opinion of  this Convention, that upon the evidence be-
fore them of the correfpondence which his excellency governor Eden has, from time to
time, held with adminiftration, it-does not appear that fuch correfpondence has been
with an unfriendlyintent, or calculated to countenance any hoftile meafures againft
. America, : S | . '

Whereas by a late ‘intercepted letter from lord ‘George Germain, one of the fecreta-
ries of ftate, to -his excellency the governor, it appears that a g:eat armament of ‘land

and fea forces was in readincfs to proceed to the fouthward, in his lordfhip’s expreflions

¢ in order to attempt the reftocatien of legal government in that part of America,” but

in effet to invade and fubdue the {duthern colonies ; which armament was to proceed

in the firft place to North Carolina, and. from thence either to Séuth Carolina or Vir-
ginia, as circumfiances of greater or lefs advantage fhould pceint out; if to the latter,
it might have very impertant confequences ‘to this. province ; and therefore in'the faid
letter his excellency is called on well to confider of every means, by which he may, in
conjunétion with lord Dunmore, give facility and afliftance to the operations of the
faid urmament.

And whereas the governor muft, if he remains in: the exercife of-

=
e

the powers of government, fulfil and execute the inftructions of adminiftration, or ha- . ../

zard the difpleafure of the king, which it cannot be -expetted he will do.
whereas by aét ef affembly of this province, the powers of government, in the abfence
of the governor, devolve,uppn the preiident of the council, and therefore the governo:’s

departure canmot occafion a diflolution or fufp

be changed, efore REsoLvED; That it be fignified to' the governor, that the public

quiet and fafety, in the judgment of “this Convention, require that he leave this pro-

vince, and that he is at full liberty to depart peaceably with his effeQts.
Upen the laft refolve; the yeas and nays being required, they were as follow : -

St. Mary’s com:zt.y".‘ ! Calvert county, -  Anne-Arundel coum‘y.‘h

Mr. Jordan ~ o M Someryille . —aff. Mr. Carroll, barriftex aff.
Mr. Barnes Y My Ganee aff. Mr. T. Johnfon aff.
Mr, Plater % Me Allein aff. Mr. Paca aff.
Mr. Ford ~ aff, | -, 4 . .

© Charles counfy,";\ Prince-George's county. - - Frederick county. |
Mr. Hawkins - 7 affe MriBeal . ¢ - aff.- Mr. Beatty - aff,
Mr. Hooe® * -~ . peg. er.; Ce;meé 3 - :ﬁ‘,, Mr, B. Johnfon - = aff.
Mr. 1. H Harrifon 3‘5'. Mr. Tyler. " aff, Mr.-Brent aff,
Mr, W, Harrion aff. ‘ Baltimere.

—<And-

_ . enfion of the prefent eftablithed form of .
~ government within this province, which this Convention doth not.think ought'now to



